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contents The seemingly unending succession of mountain
ranges, ravines and rivers of the Italian terrain demanded the
soldierly qualities of fighting valor and endurancein a
measure unsurpassed in any other theater of war. - General Sir
Harold Alexander Wars should be fought in a better country
than this. - Major General John P. Lucas Germany s North
African defeat opened up the possibility of taking the war in the
west to the European continent for the first time since France s
lightning conquest by the Wehrmacht in 1940. The British and
Americans debated the merits of landing in France directly in
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the Westerners as bastards of allies - conveniently forgetting
that they aided and abetted Hitler s violent expansionism in
eastern Europe for over a year starting in 1939 - but a 1943 D-
Day style landing...
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