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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1885. Excerpt: . . . Wednesday, 2lst November 1883. --Ramsay H. Traquair, Esq. , M. D. , President, in
the Chair. Archibald Gkikie, Esq. , F. R. S. , Director General of the Geological Survey of Great Britain and
Ireland, delivered the following opening address: In his investigation of the history of the successive revolutions
through which the terrestrial areas of the earths surface have passed, the geologist places his chief reliance
upon the remains of plants and animals imbedded in the rocks. The distribution of land and sea at different
ancient periods, the growth and isolation or connection of continents and islands, the position of long-vanished
lakes and rivers, the vicissitudes of climate in past time--these and other geographical changes depend in large
measure for their evidence upon the testimony of organic remains. In the reasoning by which the accepted
conclusions in these matters have been reached, there lies as a fundamental postulate the assumption that the
laws which now govern the biological domain, have been operative from the beginning. While fossil forms, on
the whole, depart more and more from living forms as we trace them into more ancient rocks, yet were we
transported into the Jurassic, or Carboniferous, or VOL. VIIl. A SESSION CXIIl. Silurian period, though every
plant and animal would be new to us, we should find nothing in the structure or development of the organisms
at variance with the recognised principles on which the living world of to-day has been constructed. To the
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