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Despite a recent revival of interest in pragmatist philosophy,
most work in the analytic philosophy of language ignores
insights offered by classical pragmatists and contemporary
neopragmatists. In Pragmatism and Reference, David Boersema
argues that a pragmatist perspective on reference presents a
distinct alternative--and corrective--to the prevailing analytic
views on the topic. Boersema finds that the pragmatist
approach to reference, with alternative understandings of the
nature of language, the nature of conceptualization and
categorization, and the nature of inquiry, is suggested in the
work of Wittgenstein and more thoroughly developed in the
works of such classical and contemporary pragmatists as
Charles Peirce and Hilary Putnam. Boersema first discusses the
descriptivist and causal theories of reference--the received views
on the topic in analytic philosophy. Then, after considering
Wittgenstein s approach to reference, Boersema details the
pragmatist approach to reference by nine philosophers: the Big
Three, of classical pragmatism, Peirce, William James, and John
Dewey; three contemporary American philosophers, Putnam,
Catherine Elgin, and Richard Rorty; and three important
continental philosophers, Umberto Eco, Karl-Otto Apel, and
Jurgen Habermas. Finally, Boersema shows explicitly how
pragmatism...
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R eviews

This book might be worth a read, and far better than other. It is rally interesting throgh studying time period. I
discovered this book from my i and dad suggested this ebook to find out.
-- Isobel B a iley   

A new electronic book with a new perspective. Better then never, though i am quite late in start reading this one. Your
life period will be change the instant you comprehensive looking at this pdf.
-- Dr . Consta ntin Ma r ks II        
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