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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Proceedings of the United States Naval Institute,
1879, Vol. 8 In 1871 the Gramme machine was introduced in France, and very soon afterwards special
modifications were made for military and naval service. It is unnecessary to refer to the experiments made in
different countries testing the efficacy of the light, as they have uniformly resulted in its adoption. One navy
after another has made practical tests, and in every case it has been shown conclusively that it would be simply
impossible for a torpedo boat, in clear weather, to approach undetected a man-of-war aboard which the light
was well used. Experiments at Newport show the same practical results, and although nothing has yet been
done towards the introduction of the light into our service, it will become necessary as soon as our ships are
built with a view to meet the requirements of modern warfare. In nearly every navy in the world except that of
the United States, the search light is established as a necessity, and is furnished to all large vessels. Torpedo
defense is, of course, the principal use of the light, but it would be of service in many other ways, as in chasing
or engaging at night, keeping fleets or convoys together, in preventing collisions, in entering harbors, or in
night signalling. Recently one of the ships of the British flying squadron shifted her foretopmast at night by the
electric light of another of the squadron which lay near her, and the importance of the search light was
conclusively shown by the British squadron at Alexandria. The light is very generally in use aboard cable ships,
and notes are frequently seen...
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