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down a thousand feet. It takes a man or a woman of iron nerve,
as well as of athletic instinct, to undertake a task of this kind,
and it is not surprising that the majority prefer to inspect from
above, although it can easily be understood that by so doing
they rob themselves of a great deal of pleasure as well as
enlightenment. It must not be presumed that for the entire
length of more than two hundred miles the Rio Colorado runs
between granite walls and one continuous precipice. The Canon
is as varying as it is enormous. Here there is what may be
termed a gash in the earth, with perpendicular walls on both
sides of the river, marvelously symmetrical and almost
mathematically parallel; there the rise is less abrupt, forests of
trees and mountains of no inconsiderable size finding a resting...
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