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bring greetings to you today from the State superintendent of schools, Kathy Cox, and she wanted me to
remind you and share with you that she has a very strong opinion that school meals do in fact have a
tremendous impact on and are an integral part of her eForts for Georgia to lead the Nation in improving
student achievement. Over the last 4 weeks I have been able to meet with over 50 local school board members
through the Georgia School Boards Association meeting at both Lake Blackshear and at Lake Lanier, where we
discussed the relationship between health and academic achievement, and introduced the concept of the local
wellness policies to these board members who are very excited about finding something within the school
environment that they can control that will have positive impact on the health of children and their academic
achievement. There are a lot of things that we cannot control that our children bring to school each day, but
we can control the school environment, and they clearly understand that. Down to my key point, however, its
just downright exciting to see Georgia peanuts again in this committee room. As you well know, there is a
special and a long-standing tradition between Georgia and the child nutrition program and you alluded to this
earlier. I constantly remind my colleagues across the country that it is the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act that we work...
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