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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Course in Normal Histology, Vol. 1: A Guide for
Practical Instruction in Histology and Microscopic Anatomy The brilliant progress made in microscopy during
the last three to four decades has gradually brought with it a total change in the course of histologic
instruction. In former days the student himself prepared his own microscopic specimens with razor and needle
and with the aid of a few solutions for maceration, hardening and staining. To-day, after recognizing the
inefficiency of such methods, this work has almost entirely been taken from the student s hands. Instead he
receives from the assistant or preparator more or less immaculate specimens, preserved, cut and stained; some
only for a single observation, others as his property. The practical course has been replaced by one of
demonstration; at any rate in all its essential phases. Special courses have been designed for instruction in the
technique of microscopy, with the result that such courses have but a minimum percentage of attendance. By
far the majority of our students enter the clinical semesters without being able to prepare a useful microscopic
specimen. Not until later, during a course in pathologic histology or in the laboratories of clinics, will they learn
those micro-technical manipulations so essential to them as practitioners. This, in my estimation, is not a
normal state of affairs. Every medical student, upon entering the clinical semesters, should be able to master
micro-technical methods to such a degree that he is able to prepare a good specimen for microscopic
examination from any organ given to him. This will be possible only when the course in histology occupies that
rank of which it is deserving;...
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